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Art. IX. — Travels in Egypt, Jlrabia Petrcea, and the 
Holy Land. By the Rev. Stephen Olin, D. D., 
President of the Wesleyan University. With Twelve 
Illustrations on Steel. New York : Harper and Brothers. 
2 vols. pp. 458, 478. 

We took up these volumes with strong prepossessions in 
favor of their author, and with an interest in the scenes of 
his travels, which led us to anticipate pleasure from his nar- 
rative. We have been happy to discover in it evidences of 
a kind and catholic spirit, of a bland temper, of a sober 
judgment, and of Christian sensibility. The style of the 
performance is respectable, and readers to whom the inform- 
ation is new will be rewarded for its perusal. 

But our interest in the work was neutralized in a great 
degree, on detecting a delinquency on the part of the writer, 
which we feel it our duty to expose. The following remark 
in the Preface has a meaning which we did not at first attach 
to it. After stating the care which he had taken, that the 
reader should be able to distinguish his own observations 
from those of others, he adds ; — "I wish to confine this 
remark to my descriptions of material objects. In refer- 
ring to opinions and historical facts, I have not found it prac- 
ticable, nor have I thought it important, to be equally scrupu- 
lous." Before acting on this rule to a great extent, we 
think he ought more scrupulously to have considered what 
was due to the investigations of those who had preceded 
him. 

In preparing his work for the press, on every important 
point embraced in his route, our author has had the benefit of 
the observations of our learned countryman Dr. Robinson, as 
embodied in his " Biblical Researches." Our judgment on 
this great work has been already pronounced,* and fully 
sustained by the public sentiment and by the testimony of sub- 
sequent observers. Before the Royal Geographical Socie- 
ty had awarded to its author their medal, we regarded it 
with a degree of national pride. We look upon it as the 
remarkable monument of a life of great industry and exten- 
sive learning, devoted to a subject of sacred interest. We 

* See North American Reniev?, Vol. LJII. p. 175. 
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have never expected that it would become, strictly speak- 
ing, a popular work. But as a repository of careful obser- 
vations, sound criticism, and valuable history, it will be 
with all future inquirers a standard book of reference. That 
Dr. Olin should have availed himself of its statements is 
matter neither of complaint nor surprise. But we regret to 
find observations, for which he was manifestly indebted to 
it, appearing in his work as original. We feel bound to 
specify a few instances. 

Dr. Robinson and his companion became satisfied by their 
observations on Mount Sinai, that the summit pointed out by 
the monks could not have been the place where the Law was 
proclaimed " in the sight of all the people ;" but that an- 
other summit, two or three miles distant, with the plain be- 
low, fully satisfied the requisitions of the scriptural narra- 
tive, and is undoubtedly the true Sinai.* This was an orig- 
inal discovery. Their statement was published, in a summa- 
ry form, previously to Dr. Olin's visit, and their extended 
narrative was before him when he prepared his own. He 
entertains his readers with the same discovery, and sup- 
ports it by the same arguments, without a single allusion 
to his predecessors.! The presumption in the reader's 
mind, of course, would be, that it was all new, and the result 
solely of his own observations. 

We have regarded the pointing out and determination of 
the true character of the arch of the bridge, which connected 
the Temple with Mount Zion, as far the most important and 
striking of all Dr. Robinson's discoveries.^ Scores of trav- 
ellers had looked upon those ancient stones, and speculated 
as to their meaning. The true explanation was reserved for 
one, in whose mind the image of the ancient city lay distinct, 
with the bridge spanning the Tyropceon. The discovery 
was made in 1838, and was published immediately. Dr. 
Olin visited the spot in 1840, and publishes his observations 
in 1843. He describes the same remains, and quotes the 
same authorities for their character. § And not only does he 
make no acknowledgment of Dr. Robinson's discovery, but 
he adds the following remarkable statement. " I could not 



* Biblical Researches, Vol. I. pp. 139-158. 
t Travels, Vol. I. pp. 392-404. 
t Biblical Researches, Vol. I. pp. 424 -428 
§ Travels, Vol. II. pp. 258-268. 
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learn, that the most interesting and unquestionable of these 
remains — the massive arch of the ancient bridge — had been 
so much as mentioned by any modern traveller , though its 
existence has long been well known to European and other 
residents, as well as visiters."* The first part of this sen- 
tence is to us wholly inexplicable ; the remainder we know 
to be a mistake. We are assured, on good authority, that, 
in Jerusalem, the discovery is uniformly ascribed to Dr. 
Robinson, both by residents and travellers ; and we believe 
that, if his name was broadly inscribed on the front of the 
ruin, it would not be more indelibly associated with it than 
it now is in the mind of the visiter. These remains, of 
course, had been frequently examined before ; but that, pre- 
viously to Dr. Robinson's visit, they had ever been connect- 
ed with the ancient bridge is considerably more than Dr. 
Olin is authorized to affirm. 

One of the most valuable portions of the " Biblical Re- 
searches " contains the writer's observations on the Dead 
Sea. Dr. Olin had before him the results of Dr. Robinson's 
extended examination, with the valuable map which a skilful 
cartographer had constructed from his distances and angles. f 
He says not a word of these, though he gives the dimensions 
as his own estimate. He saw the* Sea only from its northern 
end, where, confessedly, he could not distinguish its southern 
extremity, and says, " I suppose the length of the Sea 
may be forty-five or fifty miles, and its average breadth eight 
miles. The greatest breadth is probably ten miles. "J Val- 
uable supposition ! It rests on surer data than his readers 
might imagine. 

Dr. Robinson establishes conclusively the identity of the 
modern tower of David in Jerusalem with the ancient tower 
of Hippicus,§ which is an important point in determining the 
ancient topography of the city. He had permission from the 
governor to examine the citadel. This was denied to Dr. 
Olin, but he adopts the same conclusions, withholding, as 
usual, all acknowledgment. || A similar suggestion, it is true, 
had been previously advanced, — a fact, we venture to say, 
known to Dr. Olin only through the " Biblical Researches." 

* Travels, Vol. II. p. 268. 

t Biblical Researches, Vol. II. p. 217. Vol. III. pp. 42-45, Appendix. 
t Travels, Vol. II. p. 240. § Biblical Researches, Vol. I. pp. 453 -457. 
|| Travels, Vol. II. pp. 274 - 276. 
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Dr. Robinson suggests, that the modern fountain of the 
Virgin may be the ancient Bethesda, and that the water may 
be conducted to it by a subterranean passage from the an- 
cient fountain of Gihon, northwest of the city.* Dr. Olin 
advocates both hypotheses, and, in his apparent zeal to take 
away credit from Dr. Robinson, quotes Pococke as authori- 
ty for both.f Pococke's language will bear no such con- 
struction. He thinks the Pool of Siloam might possibly be 
Bethesda 4 

In respect to the site of the Holy Sepulchre, Dr. Olin 
quotes Dr. Robinson fairly, in order to disprove his conclu- 
sions, in an argument of about twenty pages. § Our readers 
generally would feel little interest in the discussion of the 
subject, which has, we conceive, been put quite at rest by a 
recent article of Dr. Robinson, in his " Bibliotheca Sacra. "|| 
Dr. Olin advances an original theory, founded on the proba- 
ble position of the Gate Genneth. We can only say, that 
we have examined it patiently, and discover little merit in it, 
except that of contracting the already scanty dimensions of 
the lower city. We are aware, that in thus dissenting from 
our author, we expose ourselves to the imputation of a "per- 
verse spirit of skepticism," which appears to have infected 
some of his companions on the occasion of his visit to the 
reputed Sepulchre, and with the expression of which, he 
complains, that his " ears were wounded." " I heard," he 
says, " cutting sneers about Catholic mummeries and cre- 
dulity, while I knelt down with a taper in my hand, to ex- 
amine the hole in the top of Calvary, where the Redeemer's 
cross is alleged to have been planted." We regret that our 
author should have been disturbed in his investigations ; and 
that " irreverent criticisms " should have attended the edify- 
ing exhibition of the President of a New England university, 
in the middle of the nineteenth century, kneeling down with 
a taper in his hand, to examine the hole where the cross 
stood ! We are sorry, that he should have been suspected 
of " credulity"; we submit, that the spectacle is not a subject 
for " cutting sneers " ; and we bespeak an indulgent consid- 



* Biblical Researches, Vol. 1. pp 508,514. 

t Travels, Vol. II. pp. 152-154. 

t Description of the East, fo]. Vol. II. pp.23, 24. 

§ Travels, Vol. II. pp. 276-295. 

|| No. I. pp. 154-202. 
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eration for the faith of so devout a pilgrim, who says, withal, 
that he " found believing far more agreeable than cold incre- 
dulity " ! * 

We have not attempted to specify all the passages, which we 
think objectionable from the writer's unwillingness to acknowl- 
edge the extent of his obligations to his predecessors. The 
fault pervades the work. We were more struck with it, from 
having once carefully examined all the popular books of trav- 
els in Palestine, which preceded the " Biblical Researches." 
The burden of every narrative was the same, — the legends 
of foreign monks, with little variation except in personal in- 
cidents. Dr. Robinson, it is known, struck out a new path, 
and arrived at more satisfactory conclusions. Now, Dr. 
Olin's Travels embody the more interesting results of the 
" Researches." How did he obtain them ? — is a question 
which intelligent readers will ask. He appears to have 
possessed few facilities for making original investigations ; 
was an invalid during his journey, as well as subsequently ; 
and was not particularly thorough in his examinations. We 
are compelled to believe, that, on some important points, he 
is indebted to an unacknowledged use of Dr. Robinson's 
discoveries, arguments, and authorities. We make this 
statement with pain, but we should be faithless to our duty if 
we withheld it. 

It was our purpose, in taking up this work, to give it a 
more extended notice, and to enter upon the discussion of 
some questions of political and religious interest relating to 
the Eastern world. But what we have now felt obliged to 
write has quite taken away our desire to proceed in this con- 
nexion, and for the present we dismiss the subject. 

* Travels, Vol. II. p. 293. 



